The incidence and types of viral hepatitis in the city of Newcastle upon Tyne have been studied by serological analysis of (a) all blood samples sent to the virological laboratory for hepatitis testing and (b) all blood samples sent by general practitioners to the biochemical laboratory for liver function testing. The annual detection rate of acute viral hepatitis was found to be 31.5 cases/100,000 population, of which 9.1 were hepatitis B. Only three sporadic cases of non-A non-B hepatitis were identified. The incidence of hepatitis is at least four-fold greater than suggested by notification rates and may be substantially higher as general practitioners rarely requested laboratory confirmation of household contacts of index cases.
Introduction
There have been few studies using modern serological techniques to determine the frequency of viral hepatitis in the community." 2 Notification rates for infective jaundice in the UK have declined since 1982, with only 7.7 notified cases per 100,000 population in 1985. 3 There is little evidence for seasonal trends based on weekly notification rates.
We studied the detection rate of viral hepatitis in Newcastle upon Tyne from 1st February to 31st July 1987 using blood samples sent by general practitioners (GPs) and hospital doctors.
Patients and methods
All blood samples sent by GPs for virological and biochemical analysis at Newcastle General Hospital were included in the study. All 
